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For patients: The following questions will help us determine which vaccines you may be given today. If you answer “yes” to
any question, it does not necessarily mean you should not be vaccinated. It just means additional questions must be asked.

If a question is not clear, please ask your healthcare provider to explain it.

Don’t
Know
1. Are you sick today? g
2. Do you have allergies to medications, food, a vaccine component, or latex? O
3. Have you ever had a serious reaction after receiving a vaccination? g
4. Do you have a long-term health problem with heart disease, lung disease, asthma, =
kidney disease, metabolic disease (e.g., diabetes), anemia, or other blood disorder?
5. Do you have cancer, leukemia, HIV/AIDS, or any other immune system problem? g
6. In the past 3 months, have you taken medications that affect your immune system, such
as prednisone, other steroids, or anticancer drugs; drugs for the treatment of rheumatoid O
arthritis, Crohn’s disease, or psoriasis; or have you had radiation treatments?
7. Have you had a seizure or a brain or other nervous system problem? O
8. During the past year, have you received a transfusion of blood or blood products,
or been given immune (gamma) globulin or an antiviral drug? H
9. For women: Are you pregnant or is there a chance you could become pregnant
during the next month? =
10. Have you received any vaccinations in the past 4 weeks? O
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Did you bring your immunization record card with you? Yes O No O
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VACCINE INFORMATION STATEMENT

Hepatitis A Vaccine

What You Need to Know
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[ 1 | What is hepatitis A? )

Hepatitiz A & a serions liver disease causad by the
heparitis A virns (HAWV). HAV is found in the steol of
people with hepatitis A.

It is uznally spread by close personal confact and
sometimes by eating food or drnking water confaining
HAV A person who has hepafitis A can sasily pass the
dizsazs to others within the same housshold
Hepaiifizs A can capse:

* “Huo-like” ilness

= jimundice (yellow skin or eves, dark urine)

* severe stpmach pains and diarrhea (children)

People with hepaititis A offen hawve to be hospifalized
i{up #o about 1 persen m 5).

Adules with hepatitis A are often too il to work for up to
a mooth

Sometimes, people die as a resalt of hepatits A (about
36 deaths per 1,000 caszes).

Hepaiifis A vaccine can prevent hepatitis A

2 Who should get hepatitis A
vaccine and when?
WHO

Some people showld be reumsnely vaccmated with

haparids 4 vaccine:

= All children hetween their first and second birthdays
(12 through 13 months of age).

» Anyone 1 year of age and oldar raveling o or working
in counfmies with hizgh or intermediate prevalence of
hiepatitis A, such as those located in Cenfral or Soath
America, Mexico, Asia (except Tapan), Africa, and
eastern Eurepe. For more information see www.odo
govimavel.

* Children and adolescents 2 throwsh 18 vears of ags
who live In s@fes or compmanitiss whers routins
vaccination has besn implemented becauze of high
disease incidence.

* Men who have sex with men.

* Pepple who use sitest drags.

» People with chromic liver disease.

= People who are weated with clotting factor
CODCENTALES.

= People who work with HAV-infected primates or who
work with HAV in research laboratories.

= Members of households plaoming to adopt a child, or
care for a newly amiving adopied child, from a country
where hepatits A is common.

Orher pocple mighs gar hepariar 4 vaccma in cerain

shuaiions (ask your docior for mere detanls):

* Unwaccinated children or adalesrents i commuanities
where putbreaks of hepatitis A are ocomming.

* Unwvaccinated people who have besn exposed fo
hepafitis A wiras.

= Amyone 1 year of age or older who wanis proteczon
from bepatiis A.

Hepatifis A vacdnoe is oot licensed for children younger

than 1 year of age.

WHEN

For children, the first dose should be given at 12

tbrough 23 months of age. Children who are not

waccinated by I vears of age can be vaccinated at Later

visits.

For others af risk. the hepatitis A vaccine series may be

started whenewver a person wishes o be protecied or 15 at

rizk of infaction.

For travelers, it is best to start the vaccine seres at least

one month before raveling. (Some prodection may sHll

resuli of the vaccine is given on or closer fo the mawel

daie)

Some people who cannet get the vaccine before
maveling, ar for whom the vaccine might not be
effective, can get a shot called impyme globulin
(IG). IG pives immediate, fempoary protection.

Twao doses of the vaccine are needed for lasting
protection. Thess doses should be given at lsast &
momths apart.

Hepatitis A vaccine may be given at the same fime as
oiber vaccines.
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Some people should not
3 | get hepatitis A vaccine or
should wait.

* Anyone who has ever had a severe (life threatening)
allerEic reaction fo a previous dose of hepatifiz 4
vaccine shonld nof gef anather dose.

* Anyooe whoe has a severs (lifs threatening) allergy to
amy vaccine component should oot get the vaccine

* Tell your dector if vou have any severe allergies,
mchading a severs allergy fo latex. A hepatitis A
vaccioes contaio alum, and some bhepatitis A vaccines
cootain I-phenoxyethanal.

* Anyooe who i moderately or ssverely ill at the time
the shaof iz scheduled sheuld probably wait until they
recover. Azk your doctor. People with a mild illness
can usually gef the vaccine,

* Tell vour docior if you are pregnant. Because heparitiz
A vaccine is inactivated (killed), the risk to a pregnant
woman ar her unborm baby is belisved to be very low.

Bt vour doctor can weigh any theorstical risk from
the vaccine against the need for pretection

4 What are the risks from
hepatitis A vaccine?

Awaccine, like any medicine, could possibly canss

serios problems, such as severe allergic reactdons. The

risk of bepatitis A vacrine causing sersous hamm, ar

death, is extremely small.

Geiting hepatitis A vaccine is much safer than geting the

dizeazs.

Mild problems

* sorensss whers the shot was given fabour I our gf
2 adulr, and up fo | our of § children)

* headache febonr I out of 6 adults and 1 our af
25 chiidren)
* loss of appetite fmbonr J out gff 1.2 childran)
* firedness fabout | ous gf 14 adulis)
If these problems occur, they wsualby last 1 ar 2 days.

Severs problems
* seripns allergic reaction. within a few mimutes to a few
bipars after the shot fvary rara).

5 What if there is a serious
reaction?

What should | look for?

* Look for anything that concerms you. such as signs of
a severe allergic reaction, very high fever, or behaviar
chanzes.

Sizns of a severs allerzic reaction can incheds hives,
swelling of the face and throat, difficulty breathing,
a fast hearthaat, dizrmess, and weakness. These
wiorld start a few mirmtes i a few bouars after the
VacCination.

What should | do?

= If voun think it is a severe allergic reaction or other
emergency that can't wait, call 9-1-1 ar get the person
to the nearest hospital Ciberwize, call vour doctor.

» Afterward. the reaction should be reparied to the
Vaccine Adwerse Event Beparting System [WVAERS).
Yonar doctor might fle this report, or voo can
do it yourself throngh the VAERS web site at
www.vaers. hbs gov, or by calling 1-800-822-T067.

FTAERY iz omiy for reporting reactions. They do not give
medical advice.

& The National Vaccine Injury
Compensation Program

The Mational Vaccine Injury Compensation Program
(VICPF)is a federal program that was ceated to
compensate peopls who may have been injursd by
CErMam vaocmes.

Parsons who belisve they may have been mjured by a
vacrine can leam abaut the program and about filing a
claim by calling 1-800-338-2182 or visiting the VICP
websits at www hrea gov/vaccinecompensation.

[ T | How can | learn more?

= Ask your doctor
= Call your local or state health deparment.

= Confact the Centers for Disease Confrol and
Prevention (CDC):
- Call 1-800-232-46346 (1-300-CDC-INFO) or
- Wisit CDCs website at wwwocd o gov/vaccines
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